THE GREAT STATE

easily make more boots in a year than our entire
population could wear out in several years, Look-
ing at a cycle factory, we understand that it would
be the simplest possible thing for a very limited
number of people to turn out more cycles than there
are people in the country to ride them.

It is not manufacturing which is the trouble to
the manufacturer. It is not the work of his factory
which worries a manufacturer. The maniijactiirers*
trouble is this, that it is so easy to make tilings and
so difficult to sell things. It is to selling and not
to making that the manufacturer has chiefly to ad-
dress his mind. From the point of view of economic
production, the man who makes boots is a valuable
worker, while the man who takes orders for boots
and perhaps by his skill in representation takes an
order away from a man who sells better boots,
counts for nothing, or worse than nothing, as an
economic agent. To the manufacturer, however,
the boot worker is a commonplace object who can
easily be replaced, while the successful salesman is
all in all. It is an inversion of proper economic
conceptions which goes to the very root of the
problem of poverty.

The efficient machinery which has been contrived
to meet the needs of large-scale production of every
sort and kind is, as we have seen, worked by a small
proportion of our population. Yet, even when thus
indifferently and partially worked, the machines have
but to keep going for a brief period and demand is
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